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International Baccalaureate Diploma Program students from the class of 2015 planned and hosted an independently organized 
TEDx event at Shaker Heights High School in February. The sold-out program featured seven speakers, including Shaker grad Wesley 
Lowery of the Washington Post (above) who tackled the theme of “Inspiring Curiosity,” and earned rave reviews from attendees. 

TEDx is an offshoot of TED, a nonprofit organization devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful talks no 
longer than 18 minutes each. TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, Entertainment, and Design converged (hence its 
name), and today covers topics that run the gamut from science to business to global issues. Independently run TEDx events help share 
ideas in communities around the world. 

Shaker students were inspired to create this event by TED talks they have experienced in many of their classes. Support was provid-
ed by the Shaker Schools Foundation. 

Students Wow Community with TEDxSHHS 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Boyle.

In Brief….

Changes in Store at Middle School

The academic day at Shaker Heights Middle School will have a new look in 2015-16. Drawing on ideas submitted by parents and 
teachers, as well as research on best practices, a broad-based planning committee developed a program “that preserves and improves 
upon what was working well, and changes what wasn’t,” says Principal David Glasner.

Among the major changes:

• Longer class periods (from 39 minutes to 50) to allow time for mastery of content and more hands-on learning; 

• More structured after-school programs for support and enrichment; 

• A new, semester-long Design course that fosters creative problem-solving through computer programming (coding), robotics, 
design-build-test projects, and other hands-on projects.

The Middle School will continue to offer a full range of courses in English, math, science, social studies, physical education, world 
languages, and fine and performing arts, with advanced options in many subjects.
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For the latest news and info 
about the Shaker schools, visit 

shaker.org.

To receive regular e-news updates, 
subscribe at shaker.org/news.

Follow uS on:
facebook.com/ForShakerSchools

Twitter @ShakerSchools

Superintendent 
Updates Community 
on Strategic Plan

In less than a year, the School District has 
laid a significant amount of groundwork 
toward the accomplishment of its Strategic 
Plan goals.

At the State of the Schools meeting 
in February, Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr. enumerated 
some of the initiatives undertaken in the 
2014-15 school year, including:

• Creation of an Early Childhood 
Task Force, with representatives of 
public and private organizations 
that serve preschool children, to 
ensure that every Shaker child enters 
kindergarten with a high-quality 
preschool experience.

• Establishment of alternative pathways 
to a diploma, including the Innovative 
Center for Personalized Learning, which 
graduated its first student in January.

• An increase in the amount and quality 
of professional learning  for teachers.

• Implementation of a revised K-8 
mathematics curriculum and progress 
toward the development of a new, 
comprehensive English language arts 
curriculum.

• Continued progress on the 
International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme for all students in 
grades 5-10.

• Examination of all assessments used 
in the District, both locally created 
and state-mandated, with the goals of 
reducing redundancy and time spent 
on testing.

Preceding Hutchings’s presentation 
were brief comments by parents Rachel 
Hackenberg, Keith Langford, and Jessica 
Bell Semel, representing different 
perspectives on the Shaker Experience.

A video of the meeting and further 
information are available at shaker.org.

Woodbury fifth graders joined forces this winter with the GroundWorks Dance Theater 
for an evening of original dance and movement based on the myths and legends of the 
ancient Inca, Maya, and Aztec civilizations. The artist-in-residence program incorporated 
elements of the students’ social studies and physical education classes and culminated 
with an evening performance for Woodbury families, called People on the Move.

People on the Move 

The Shaker Heights City School District 
has welcomed Darlene M. Bushley to its 
administrative team as director of human 
resources. 

Bushley has broad human resources 
experience in both the public and private 
sectors, with expertise in labor relations, 
recruitment, and the Ohio Teacher 
Evaluation System. She holds both a B.A. 
and a Master’s in Business Administration 
from Baldwin Wallace University, with a 
concentration in human resources.

Bushley’s experience in supervision 
and human resources includes positions 
with American Airlines and Tupperware 

Darlene Bushley
named Director of
Human resources

Corporation. In 2007, she moved into 
the public sector as a human resources 
manager for the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District and also served as 
director of human resources for the 
Warrensville Heights City School District 
from 2010 until coming to Shaker.

“Ms. Bushley’s selection will allow 
us to take the next step in the transition 
to a comprehensive human resources 
department,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr.

“This is an important element of our 
five-year strategic plan. With almost 20 
percent of our teachers reaching eligibility 
for retirement within three years, we need 
to place high priority on recruiting and 
retaining the best talent.” SL


